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a mere drudgery. The machine will, under these conditions, be as
much a help to the man working it as to the State, or the man
Who owns it. The present mad rush will cease, and the labourer
will work (as I have said) under attractive and ideal conditions.
This is but one of the exceptions I have in mind. The sewing
machine had love at its back. The individual is the one supreme
consideration. The saving of labour of the individual should be
the object, and honest humanitarian considerations, and not greed,
the motive. Thus, for instance, I would welcome any day a
machine to straighten crooked spindles. Not that blacksmiths
will cease to make spindles; they will continue to provide the spin-
dles; but when the spindle gets wrong every spinner will have a
machine of his own to get it straight. Therefore, replace greed
by love and everything will come right.
Ramachandran was evidently not satisfied with this. He had understood
Gandhiji to be against all machinery and he had felt that this was right too.
So he wanted to go to the root of the matter. But it was getting late and
he had many more questions to ask.
Don't mind losing your train. I am prepared to satisfy you.
You may ask any questions you like this morning, and it won't
tire me now in the least.
The young friend had by no means exhausted his list of questions. The
assurance from Gandhiji that he would give him full liberty that morning put
him entirely at ease and gathering courage once more he proceeded with the
next question which dealt with the institution of marriage.
[R:] The third question that I would like to ask you is whether you are
against the institution of marriage.
I shall have to answer this question at some length. The aim
of human life is moksha. As a Hindu, I believe that moksha is
freedom from birth, by breaking the bonds of the flesh, by becom-
ing one with God. Now marriage is a hindrance in the attain-
ment of this supreme object, inasmuch as it only tightens the
bonds of flesh. Celibacy is a great help, inasmuch as it enables
one to lead a life of full surrender to God. What is the object
generally understood of marriage, except a repetition of one's own
Hud? And why need you advocate marriage? It propagates it-
self. It requires no agency to promote its growth.
[R:J Rut must you advocate celibacy and preach it to one and all ?
Yes. Then you fear there will be an end of creation? No.
-- The^extrerae logical result would be, not extinction of the human
-- S5*edes, but the transference of it to a higher plane.